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an  urgent  case  for  protecting  public  education  from one  of  america  s  best  known
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education  experts  in  this  landmark  book  diane  ravitch  former  assistant  secretary  of
education and a leader in the drive to create a national curriculum examines her career in
education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly advocated drawing on
over forty years of research and experience ravitch critiques today s most popular ideas
for restructuring schools including privatization the common core standardized testing the
replacement  of  teachers  by  technology  charter  schools  and  vouchers  she  shows
conclusively why the business model is not an appropriate way to improve schools using
examples from major cities like new york philadelphia chicago denver and san diego
ravitch  makes  the  case  that  public  education  today  is  in  peril  and  includes  clear
prescriptions for improving america s schools the death and life of the great american
school system is more than just an analysis of the state of play of the american education
system it is a must read for any stakeholder in the future of american schooling
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